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repoſe was , that I expetedwhenſome 


more pregnant Wit and better Penwould 


bave undertaken thu T ache , which 


183 altogether 
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ſon, | En en 
ClRUy | OY: £ roblowuptbe 
Houfes Hagt-it, » belra 6 day. mot opply calle 
> 7 $1 þ and. French , were du- 
ivers Strangeis, Dutch an Fres were 
the Fire approhended , y 
ns TS, noſEaiſ bien 29.6 wh mhowee Toy 
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lncking down” Houſes to ſecure: the Magazins of 
Þ put was more eſpecially ſucceſsful, char part be- 
ing; up'the windez norwithſtanding which, it came 
almoſt b9.che wy Gates of it, ſo 4s by this early 
Reoificn the ſeveral Stores'of Warr lodged in the 
TG were entirely ſaved; and we have further this 
infinite cauſe, particularly ro give God thanks; that 
the, Fire did not happen in any of thoſe places where 
ajeſties Naval-itores are keptzſothough ic hath 
= Se copere wich thowhent, en 
not us with the means” of carty- 
ing_ 0a the -Warr , ſubjected 'us anco all our 
Enemies, - 


DE nag | thi fad accident itis eafiviobeimagh 

7 Perſons were neceflitated to remove 
hg Goods into the open Fields , 'where 
they wete. forced to-continne- ſometime ,"which 
cobld nor.bur work compaſſion in the Beholders. 
ops po jeſties- care wasmoft age" 
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 thoſewholaboured in he Bunes, yet nevecthale&. 
there hath not been obſeryed ſo much as a murmuring 


word to fall from $65 on the contrary, even 
thoſe Perſons whoſe Loſſes rendred their Condition 
moſt deſperate, and ta be ficrobjeRts of their Pray» 
ers, beholding thoſe frequent inſtances of His Ma- 
jeſties care of His People, forgot their own miſe- 
ry. and filled rhe Screetawith their Prayers for Hi 
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"= Ph hers, Rhetoricians and Lowe I 
| [doagree; that all the circumſtances of .a fat; 
are happily contained in a Zatiye Verſe framed for 
that purpoſe, as well to illuſtrate the Method, which 
is the lite of Hiſtory, as to help the Memory , which 
 toreap the benefit of ic; the Yerſerunnethchus; 
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| 229/geid, abi, quibiat aqxiliie, Cr. 40,4» 
Where, by what means, mherefote, how, when } 


Although theſe DisjunGives. ſeetn at firſt fight to 
carry no great ſence , nevertheleſs when they ſhall 
be throughly examined ic. will be found; thar they 
do contain all what car be ſaid upon a ſubjeRt , and 
that out of them as out of ſo many Iving ſprings 
may be drawn all whatis neceffary for the clearing of 


$"# 


a propounded Queſtion; and we will not be aſhamed 
in this to follow the method of the Schools and the 
anthony of the learned, knowing that whatſoever 
fault ſhall be found in't, will rather be imputed to 
our incapacity then to the foundation we haye built 
upon, Therefore to begin, 
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Who back done ied. 
SECT, 1. EN 
px aac wherein thehu- 
mane underſta is naturally wrapt up in 
hing the ſeveral accidents andevents. that. 
petedayly in this ſublunary World. The Philofo- 
| err etibliſhing two ape ney where-. 
unto: every one may have his recourſe for his, ftis- , 
ſation and the ſecuring of himfelf, that ble h 
eth by chance, which is the | - of des; 
ad Atheiſtica perſons, aſh .and. 
tis God me Y., _ 25 he alogw 
hath created the World, ſo hath healſo reſerved, ta 
himſelf alone the government thereof, 
- that che leaſt accidents that befall, depend _ 
kom his-providence, .neither is there/ any, ching 
hidden to him with whom we have todo; it is he 
without whoſe leave and knowledge not a hair falleth 
from'our heads, and who telleth us by his Prophet 
that There is zo evil in the. City but he yo done it, 
This is" thar firſt Cauſe which ought to, captivate 
urnaderſtandirigs under its will , ro make us admit 
all Bvears wich anequal mind , and ſabmic our pa- 
tienceto his difpenſacions, (a ying with Devid, I did 
bold my feace becauſe then die 3+ Pal, 504 verC. 21, 
\The Oakes Cauſes are called Second cauſes, becauſe 
moſt commonly God makerh uſe of them for the. 
C accompliſh- - 
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ccompliſhing ofhis will, and theſe divided into-. 


35 rmatiy branches as there are- indWidual creatures 

in the World: \{ Paper ni1n{ivethgbeing] begot- 
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Let us thereforeconclude, that the two Cauſes "ON 
mentioned, that is, firſt and ſecohd4y'3te ſufficient to 


move'us to humble ouy ſe ſight of God, 

Ys having LEY year bet Bette ETA the ſpace of 
1x moneths about d people; an 
ſeeing our' ſhonany = Wi __ conlciences 


a REmoon Se firſt ing: "Fry HE 
mnſbteticn, A of ns Wie yu 


fone," ES] bn the eat ofve 


che HPex Set x whe Rays a Pant by 
Fen HIebIOS, f Ka ie it Sill Svdil 7 


here bitep asI have card magy, thatother Coun 
tribs/s Fades Italy are guilty of a$ min ifno 
e es then weare;, ſceing that God 
i the ons fon he ſ6veth'; and that t he e 
ls Rgetnonts by his om kooſh6td and 

is tecetved more proſperities and bleffingy 
Fofittis 5H thenany other, and accord Tot 


pet bound to ſve and'obey hit t 
XL he' will find well endugt 
inted time: For that” 
ble - IF and frepared not- bi 

his will, rut be beatenwith ma bripets bi 
Bebe ry Hts tot.and as commit things ap pies 


a wits few (i pes: For wato'wh mich & 


09g hw ſhalt TH quired , und io whim with 
ave tt 


20 


ted much, of him they 1 will ak wy wore. 
Like, mm 'V: 47. 


L54 C2 " Quid? 


SYOGE 2361 2; pe Rs 3661 4! Stages $18 ifs tr 1: >. 
4% ain Ta bs 2 4 | Ag ad % #2 
S Js ” a 4ſt cf] 26113 HINO! MWETITIS TT 
F 
—_— Dow bat hih be £3 { app! 03 9'2 TOLL 
Tc 179? +4 #5 + a +# FT end 014 ft: TY: $f} GE Fl 
* 1 TEES IS _ #4 ?; 0514 < £44 44 £ J3! OY IN *., is 3 
2205151 *. - {p67 £33103; n: "Tu0's Sf 
" \ ap \% ko - 
ODS: on DC1STY: | | 0a i.oitos Fes 
F & © 
7 Th | 
oets to $55 
4 o MW ' TP of 
1.1 © Was coſe hear ot Eteberk , x 


= 5 Sven 3) 
uata ſtop! to the raging. war the Fire ,. nd ind inthe inthe 
Tv 7 4 way 


apr hee; 
i bak, #ſfom: 
:10ng1Ng io cy 


” 


= 


I 


0 


- 


EyEy, 


ire having crept into it throngh the 
| Windows, 


hcl Ye ee Et On OO ——_ rg — * 
% 


i® 


Statio vers hl pick Lb if 
AS] ple aniopn-eot 


- ” 7 [or Hedal Eh ; 


wy oder by" 
oO 3 5 


3 - RC be Bb Av. 


woe 


—_ M's 4 
ITUNES = > HBO PP oa a 


I” in a 
— Ca en nt 
© > PI. AB EF Ihs Av A +. 
, 


F 
' x: - 
# 
” 
. $ 
: 
£ 
: 
y 
z 
: F 
: x 
; 
” - 
: 
: 
. 
: 
7 $8 
3 1 
C 7 
; 
$ | + 
T3 : 
Bt | 
I tg -% : 
f '3 
n 
: : 
$ |; 
* '5 
: | [? F 
1 : 
" : 
S Ls 
s 5 
- 
FE [3 
* 
©. 
* * 
& $ 17 
. 
| : 
7 
5 
*. 3 
: 
i. 
- 
: 


jor _" Mhie25 35 2 P 
waned, » 


. me drtets 9119 4 I * To f 64 FY Ns 
2ff3 47 roy ; « Int 39222 rs out >d1.3pd-; 31 


- FT, bog A.-d 
AA EI AR Str NE AG EE GARE cn 
U " 
£L 
Y 


Re Re hes DT TT TEE 
es —_— 


7 0 OO 


— = 


OT OE" $9. > 


| 28> 3% 


———— Ja <P" PROT Pw propa OAH, 1 Seca 32 
CT 


rv er the libs 
h adde to or GH Ne 


all A ASL Ree 


and that are more Ty wt 


Judgement , that they ma ay inavoidin 
avoid” the like ;"t to the! op and WA 
holy Name, . .- 

;6t iexbirefots be'f 
putation of the 4 _ r 
LONDON wi Gro 
bout 460 Acres AB 
2000 Houles , beſi tes Chinthes its 
6015; "Hts , and pubſick Buildings 3. out: 
juintity of Houſes 1 2000 ate thought to be- 


4 which is EO NING 


ea” ON 
«REAP: 


b [nt 
ins 


x 


| er THER} 
| keth "A508 he l CFD FACA oe TEETER: 


Pa MP 
v Mg... 


PT NO ; | | Y f: : 


nl 6: Wilk 
after , Pe res; Ke Noe 
curi =o be 
trah ons to ReRty a” feirfinl Get 


24 


hay 6 


ns Mm re re re rr En CO CONS 
w. Ee ae re RR 


. 


| he PLZ Si 57 7 
dh 2g IE 


þ 
at 
H 
; 
*2 
jt 


10 ;22aiblpg 25.05% 
50 03 37qgon7 $15 OCO 
DS +. | «Hi 2 


{18 


4 
= 
'@ 6.6 
"IS 


ok L7 


makerh-about 14 Engl miles che compaſs o che 


672. 
was 7 - HEE 
Now O Londop ! it may well be ſaid of thee, Haw 


doth the city fit (olitary that was full-of people, hows ſhe 
become widow, . ſhe that was great among the; Nations, 


and Princeſs among the Provinces © Jerem, Lam, chap, 


I,-1, :Butcourage O thou that art now my Countrey, 
thou art falleninto the hands of God. zad not of men 
he that. chaſtiſeth thee is thy, Father, and if he bach a 
rod to puniſh thee, he .hath alſo a ſtaff ro: comfort 
rhee, turn. to him and he will turn to thee, for he. is 


a merciful, long-ſuffering; notwilling that - any ſhould 


periſh, bur that all ſhould come to repentance, -there- 
tore benot overwhelmed -with ſorrow, no thing hath 
befatlen thee, but hath happened to others before 
thee; and -if it be. true that the likeneſs and pattici- 
pation of afflitions doth. mitigate the ſenſe of chem, 
that I may ſomething allay thy preſent ſorrow, I 
will relate thee a ſtory that hath much parallel with 
thine, to ſhew = aca of not been-the onely. miſera- 
ble: It isa true-one; written and teſtified by an Ho- 
nourable Dutch Merchant who was an eye witneſs to 
it; and although it hath been onceprinted, yet becauſe 
the Book is ſcarce,and the Language forrain,I choughr 


_ thou wouldft not take it ill _if I ſhould impart it un- 


co thee. .. | 

' Moſcow the chief City of all the Countreys of the 
Emperour of R#ſs/a, is 4 very great City, but not 
well compaRted, .it hath in compaſs with the Sub- 


arbs, . well inhabited, and-.-as full. il le as the 


Town, about three German leagues and 2 half, which 


Town 


*0! 
Wo! 
x 
; 
: 
; 


& : * ns 
Town within the-walls is aboft three Zglifh miles , 
the ſtreets and'path ways are of great trees ſet cloſe 
together, and ſome boards by the honſes fide; and 
it is ſodirty in rainy. weather, that it is impoſſible ro 
£0. tharow the City otherwiſe then on Hiorſe-back ; 
according to the cuſtom of the Countrey where horſ- 
es are of ſmall value, and of little expence, never be- 
ing ſhod for any journey whatſoever, unfteſs it be du- 


- ring the Ice, The houſes are but one ſtory high, or 


two at the moſt, all built with wood. fer up at the top * 
one of another ; there is in the City, Suburbs and Ca- 
ſtel abont 5.500 Churches, built for the moſt part like _ 
Chappeb, moſt of them, with greattrees ſerone upon 
another; The great Dukes . Lodging” is alſo built of 
wood, which hethinketh wholſomer then ſtone; the 
Caſtle is pretty well fortified with walls and broad 
ditches z 1t. occupieth as much room as all the reſt 
of the City, - On one ſide of it dwells the Szxs, on the 
other the optiſins, who are as rhe Treaſurers of the - 
Great -Dak, in whoſe hands (as ſoon as you come) 
you muſt put in all your Merchandifes ; Being depart- 
edfrom Nerwva about the tenth of Fuly 1570, we came 
on the beginning of Auguff to Moſcow, where I found 
7hit Great Duke £hE Great: DukEand his Officers buſie | 
was John ,Baſ- 1n ſeeking out about zo perſons, who fell 
Gides the fs all under the ſword of the Hangman, ex- 
pf” yy cept one who was caſt alive in boiling wa- 
ter,and this becauſe they had raken Bribes,moſt of them 
were great Lords, and Familiars' with” the iGreac 
Duke, others were Merchants of Nowogard, With their 
= Wives 


FEES <(i9) 

Wives Children and Families, accuſed of Treafon in 
the behalf of the King of Poland Few days after, a 
horrid Plague invaded the rown 'of Moſcow; and the 
places abque ir, with ſuch violence; that in four 


months there died above 2 $oeoo people, and it was 


particularly obſerved that in eight days, that is, 
from the tenth to the eighteenth of 4»guft, there 
died 2703 Prieſts, and this Plague did continue ſo 


- fiercely, that'in the end of it, every one wondered 


when he mer any body of his acquaintance, 
This extraordinary miſery was fo'lowed the year 


after on the fifteenth of May, by aſtrange tuineand 


conflagrationz the gccaſion was, that the Emperour 
of the Tartarians, being diſcontented that the. Ruſ- 
ſians did not pay .him ſome annual Tribute, and hear- 
ing beſides-that the Great Dake by his tyranny and 
maſſacres had ſo depopulated the Conntrey, that he 
ſhould find no greac reſiſtance that way, did ſum- 


mon him to py the ſaid Tribute, but the Great Duke 
. returned not 


ing in anſwer but ſpightful and reproach- 
ful words; wherefore the Tartariay came out of 
his- Countrey about the end of February, | fol- 
lowed with an Army of 100000 horſe, who with- 


" in the ſpace of two moneths and a half did ride a- 


bout 500 German, leagues which makes 2coo EZnx- 
liſt miles; when they were come about two days 
journey from . the frontiers of the Duke, he reſol- 


-.ved'to. me:t them”and to'give them' battle, but he 


loft it with a "prodigious ſlaughter of his menz 
The Duke knowitg that the- Tartarian would ſeek 


F .'D 3 him 
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him out, ran away as, faſt and, as far as'he- could:, 
he was only within .nine leagues of Moſcow,. when 
the Tartarians . came and - encompaſſed the Town, 
thinking he was within, they ſer a fre all the Vil- 
lages round about it, and ſceing that the, war would 
proye too tedious for them, reſolved to. burn. that. 
oreat City, or at leaſt the Suburbs of it.; for this pur- 
poſe having placed their Troops round abour it, they 
ſer fire on all ſides, ſo that it ſeemed a burning. 
Globe;_then did ariſe ſo fierce and violent a wind, 
that it drove the Rafters and long Trees from the 

| Suburbs into the City; the' conflagratioa was fo 
ſuddain that no body had time to ſave himſelf bur 
in that place' where he was then; the perſons that 
were burne in this fire were above 200coo, which 
did happen, becauſe the houſes-are all of wood, and 
the ſtreers paved .with great Firr-trees ſec cloſe roge- 
ther, which being Oily and Rofinous made-the incen- 
die unexpreſſible, ſo thar in four hours time, the 
City and Suburbs-were wholly conſumed, I and a 
young man of Roche! that was my Interpreter, were 
in the middle of the Fire, in a Magazine vaulted. 
with ſtone, and extraordinarily ſtrong, whoſe wall 
was three foot and a half thick, and had. no Air bur 
on two ſides, one wherein was the coming inand go- - 
ing out, which was a long Alley, in which there 
was. three iron. Gates, diſtant about ſix foot one- 
from another 3 on the other {ide there was a Win- 
dow or Grate, fenced. with three iron. ſhutters, di-- 
\ tant half a foot one from another, we ſhut-them 
| : ; | __ inwardly 
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inwardly. as well as-poſfibly we could; nevertheleſs, - 

+ - there came in {o muck ſmoak, that it was more then 
ſufficient to choak us,. had it not been for ſome 
Beer that was there, with the which we. refreſhed 
our ſelves now and theh, Many Lords and Gentle- 
men were ftifled in the Caves:where they had reti- 
red,. bec2uſe their houſ® being made of great trees, 
when they fell-chey cruſhed down all that was under- 
neaths athers being conſumed to aſhes, ſtopr all the 
paſſages of going and coming ont, ſo that for want 
of Air they all periſhed, The poor Countrey peo- 
ple that had faved themſelves: in the City, with 
their Catrel from Threeſcore miles round abour, ſee-- 
ing the confligration, tan all into the Market-place, 
which is not payed .of ood as the reſt ; neverthe-- 
leſs they were all roſted there, in ſuch ſort that the 
talleſt man ſeemed byt. a+child, ſo much had the 
fire contracted their Limbs, and this by. reaſon of 
the great houſes thag@ were round about ; a thing - 
more hideous and frightful_then any can imagine, . 
In many. places of the ſaid Market, the bodies were 
piled one upon another.to the heighth of half a pike, 
which put me into a wonderful admiration ,” being. 
not able to. apprehend nor underſtand, how it was: 
| Poſſible they ſhould be ſo heaped together, 


This wonderful conflagration cauſed all the Forti- 
fications,of the Town wall to foſand all che Otdnance 
that were upon it to þurſt, The walls were made of' 
Brick, according to: the ancient way of —_ | 

| { eſs: 


% 


lefs. roſted, ſo fierce and ve 


- upon- Oats; ther 


(323 


without either Fortifications. or Ditchesz many rhat 


them, were neverthe- - 
| | ement was the fire, a- 
mong them many. /talians and Walooms of my ac- 
quaintance z while the fire laſted, we thoyghr thar a 
million of Cannons had been chandegny cogether, 
and our thoughts were upon nothing but death, 


had ſaved themſfelyes Jong 
-. 


"thinking that the fire would laſt ſome days, becauſe 


of the great circumference of the Caſtle and Suburbs, 


- but all this was done in leſs then four hours time, 


at the end of which, the noife growing leſs, we were 
curious to know whether the Tartarians, of whom 
we ſtood in no leſs fear then of the fire, were en- 


| rtred, They are a Watlike people, though they 


eat nothing but Roots, and ſuch other like ſubſtance, 
and drink onely Water, The greateſt Lords among 
them feed upon Fleſh baked berween-a Horſe and 
the Saddle, wherein rideth the Horſeman : neverthe- 


| lefs are they very ſtrong, luſty, and inured to all 


hardſhip, as alſo are their Horſes, who' are wonder- 
ful Cvitt, and will travel further in one day, eating - 
nothing but Graſs, then ours will doin' three feeding” 

efore the Tartariazs come fo eafily 
from (o. far ro invade the Ruſſians. They have: al- 
ſothar craft, that ng. oy 4" inthe Summer for 
the conveniency of their horſes; their Countrey. is 
temperate, from whence they come about the lat- 
ter end of February, that they may be in Reſſie- a- 
bout che beginning of Fauxe, and go back apa in- 
to their own countrey at' the end of it, ___ OY 

oul 
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ſhould be overraken by the winter in 2»/ſ#a, which: 
if «« ſhould fall out they, would be all Ratved be- 
cauſe of the great deſerts uninhabired, containing 
above Three hundred German leagues, and therefore 
void 'of all relief, as well for themſelves as for their 
horſes, there being then no graſs upon the ground, 
which conftraineth .them to make ſuch a journey, 
which is of above 1200 German leagues in four or 
_ five months'time with all-cheir Army, which con- 
 fiſteth Gy of about 150000 or 200000 horſes 

as good -as can be, but the horſemen are bur-ſlight- 
ly armed, having for all weapons a jack of Mail, a 
Dart, and Bowe and Arrows, they know nothing' of | 
what belongeth to Guns , having inall their Coun- 
trey bur Two Cities, wherein the Emperor keep- 
eth his Court, without any Villages or Houſes, but: 
are contented to live undeg Tents, which they re- 
move to-and fro as 'they ſee occaſion, 


But to.come again to our Miſery , after we had 
hearkened a while, we hard ſome Ruſſians running 
to and fro through the finoak, who were talking of 
walling the Gates to prevent the coming in of rhe 
Tartarians, Who were expecting when the fire wene- | 
out,” I and my Interpreter {being come out of the 
Magazine; found the Aſhes fo hot. that we durſt 
ſcarce tread upon them, but-neceflity compelling us we 
ran| towards the chief Gate, where we found Twenty 
.fiveor Thirty men eſcaped from the fire, with whom 
in few hoars we: did wall that Gate and the _=_ 
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' we ſaw before our eyes ſome of our OPIN. that 
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and kept a-ftrit watch:all that. night. with. ſome 


Guns that "had been. preſerved from the fire. 


$ & > * 


own 


the Limbs of theſe Creatures being ' calcined 
by man beat of the fire , and our feet ſink- 
- ing 


(O00 | 
ing into thoſe miſerable bodies, the bloud and the 
filth did ſquirt in our faces, which begor ſuch a 
ſtench all the Town over that it was impoſſible to 
ſubfiſt init, TS | TO 

' The 25th of May in the evening, as we expe@- 
ed in great perplexity what the Tartarians would 
attempt againſt us who were about Four hundred 
in the Caſtle: the Tartarians whom we had falu- ' 
ted with 'our. Guns, and killed ſome-of them that 
were come too neer.one 'of, the Caſtle-gares, be- 


_ - gari togo back the ſame way -that they came in, 


with ſo. much ſpeed,: that . the next morning all 
that. torrent was drained up, for which having gi- 
ven God thanks and ſer our buſineſs: in order, as 
well as the preſent calamity would permit, we 
went away from that deſolate place.” © 

Now © Londen! conſider that thy Fate is not 
peculiar to thy ſelf, and that will allay the bicter- 
neſs of thy ſufferings; Remember alſo, that if thou 
ſanRifieſt this afflition to thy uſe, the Lord pfo- 
miſerh by his Prophet, that thoſe ſhall reap in joy 
who dia ſow in tears, Pſal, 126, 6, | F 


_ 


\% 


A A OO AE AS + eh rs _ as ane ne. - —_ - -_ — 
EE Ee ono n—_a_—c I IIs RAR Aro EI Ian ER nie. = _ ws 
at epantage — py rye nn a _ 
— LE - ——_ - plied = -1 _—_ SE —— —————————_— Ich 


4 0200 HS Sr OS As I OR gr Rn 62) 
—_ 4A ear cp. 
>> —624000S onal ons 
106% 00 op hs A 1, 
” 


Au es 
_ 


I ny 
= WIIIS -* "OG 48H 


Ida_s I WER 
Ba X54 1 
£ ol 


; = 00) 
, Vbi? 
Where x 
SECT, 111, 
N the richeſt City of Europe, and perhaps of 
rhe; world; the greateſt Magazine that could 


be found for all ſorts of Merchandiſes, incompara- 
ble forthe. (alubritie of the Air, and : convenien- 


_— « 


_ 


* 


& of ſcicuationz Magnificent in publique buildings; 


luſtrious in good deeds, Renowned for Hoſpitali- 
ty, Famous for government, Venerable | for anti- 
quity ; having ſubſiſted aboue Two thouſand years; 
inhabited hy- Citizens whoſe courage: was equil to 
their foreunes.; ina word, a City of which it might 
be ſaid: more tifily then of ormus. | 


« $5 terrarum orbis quaqua patet annulus eſſets | 
Londinam illius gemma decusque foret. 


This circumſtance which we tread over ſo flight- 
ly, that we may not be ſuſpected of Aatrery, is 
not the leaſt that aggravateth the enormity of this. 
accident, there is none of thoſe characters we-have 
given it, but 1s yery-true, and might be the' wor- 
thy employment of -a better penn then mine, and 
the- ſubje& of afall volume, | 
| Quibus 
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Quibus anxiliis ? 
Wy whole help ? 
- 4. SBCT, Iv, 


F Ere we muſt have recourſe to what we have 
FÞ faid before in the firſt Paragraphe, when we 
ſpoke of the-ſecond cauſes, and ſay thee God hath 
made fe chiefly of eight things to accompliſh this 
work, The- negligence of the Maſter or his'Ser- 
vants, in whoſe houſe the fire: did firſt beginz the 
ſolitarineſs. of the night, the narrownefs of the 
place, the weakneſs of che buildings, che quantity 
of combuſtible and bituminous matters gathered 
thereabout, the- preceding Summer which was ex=: 
traordinarily hot and dry, the Zft wind thar blew 
violently all that while, and the want of Engines 
and water to quench the' fire, we ſhall give every 
one his. little Section, ro ſatisfle rhe curiofity of 
theſe, who inquire ſo much of the cauſes that have 
made this conflagration ſo violent, diſmal and irre- 
mediable, | &h | s 


hd 


IL Though there be ſome accidents which no 
humane prudence can preyent ; as when a man ei- 
ther in his -own houſe, or going through the ſtreer, 
is*craſhed by aſudden ruine ;- nevertheleſs the Phi- 
loſophers ate not co _ when: they ſay that _ 

| md gd 


every 
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every one may be the author .of his-own fortune, 
- for it is* certain, that if a man negleRerh or for- 
| aketh that providence given him. by nature, he 
doth. together forſake the inſtrument and the means - 
which his good genius maketh uſe of to. make 
him .ayoid the ill. accidents that may befall him, 
for as 6ur ſoul doth only a& by the Organs of our . - 
body , ſo our Genius either good or . bad cannot 
a&t but by. the means of our ſoul; now if our ſoul 
enjoyeth a found . and temperate body, and doth 
her tunions with purity and facility 3, that Genius 
which is always neer hand, and as it were whiſper- 
ing at, our ear, doth . move and ftirr her to the 
preſervation of whatſoever belongeth or concern- 
eth her - if on.the contrary, this ſoul inhabiteth a 
body dyſcratiated, melanchollick , full "of obſru- 
&ions, or drowned-in the exceſſes of eating and 
drinking, or paſſions, its nature being igneous, and 
never ceafing from action ; it neceffarily followerh, 
that according to the diſpoſition of the Organes, 
the turneth co..che-wrong way and negleeth thoſe 
things wherein ſhe is meerly concerned Now - 
in. things that might be prevented or remedied, it 
is.an invalid excuſe to ſay,” I would neyer have 
thought that ſuch thing ſhould happen? For who 
can atttibute it to. a meer accident to put-fire in 
an Oven, and to leave quantity 'of dry wood.,” and 
ſome flitches of- Bacon by it. within the ſphare of 
its aQtivity, and ſo go to. bed, in leaving his prowi- 
dence with his ſlippets. | s- 
| E 


nt oo TWI 
. Iremembet that ſome 36 yeats ag0, in a Town of . 
Brie, a Province of France, called Sezane, upon a 
Sunday morning, a Woman that kept a Chandlers 
ſhop having occaſtonto ſnuff a Candle, threw the 
ſnuff into 4 corner of her ſhop among. ſome old rags 
and papers, and ſo ſhutting the door went-to Mafs, 
but within the ſpace of half an hour, and before ſhe 
could come back again, . not oniy hec houſe, bur 
thoſe of her Neighbours were all in a flame, which 
being helped by an Eaſt-wind which: blew at that 
time, 'and which is the moſt dangerous of all the 
Winds for Incendies , (as we ſhall ſhew hereafter ) 
did in the ſpace of a day and a night confume the 
whole Town, conſiſting of aboat four hundred hou- 
ſes. Can this be called a meer accident, ſince there 
is no body fo yoid of common ſenſe but might have 
either foreſeen, or prevented fo zalamitous a conſe- 
quence ? - | Hf ieh | 


IT. The ſecond- cauſe of this misfortune is the 
time wherein it did happen,, to wit, about one of the 
clock in tlie night, when every. one is buried inhhis 
firſt ſleep; when ſome for wearineſs., others by. de= 
boiftneſs , have given leave.to their cares to retire ; * 


. whenſlocthfulneſs and the hear of the bed have river- 


ed aman to his Pillow,and made him almoſt incapable 
of waking, much leſs of ating and helping his Neigh-- 
ours. 0; 4 : 


FEI, Thenarrowneſs of the place did alſo much 
| g's contribute 
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*comribace; to this Conflagration., for the-Street 
where ic did-bappen,; as alſa.moſt of thoſe abour it, 
were-the narroweſt of the-City ,- infomuch that in 
fomea Cart could fcarce* go along, and in others 
not at all. The danger I did once:run of my life 
thereabouts by the crowd of Carts, hath cauſed me 
many times tomake reflexionon the-covetouſneſs of 
the Citizens, and connivency of Magiſtrates'; *who 
have ſuffered them from time to time to encroach 
yponthe ſtreets, and ſo to.jet the tap: of-their hou- 
es, ſo as fromone fide of the ſtreet to touck-the 0- 
ther, whichas it doth facilitate a conflagration-,. ſo 
_ dothir alſo hinder the remedy , and befides. taketh- 
away- the liberty of the air, making it unwhole- 
fome, and disfigureth the Beauty and Symmetry of 
the City. TI hope that for thefuture his Majeſty, his 
'Councel, and that of the City , wilt take care thar 
ſuch diſorder happen no more, and will cauſe this 
City tobeas commodious in- its Buildings, as it is 
Happy in-its Scituation, | wy 
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LV. Now followeth the: weakneſs of. the build- 
ings, which were almoſt all of wood, which: by age 
was grown aSdry as 2 chip: This: inconvenient wall 
eaſily be remedied, inbuilding the houſes with! Seane 
or Brick,. according to the: Statutes and Ordinances, 
\of: Parliament provided and Enacted long agoiinthat 
'behalf, though for.the moſt part ill obſerved. | 


' V; Thequantity of combuſtible and-bitominons 


matrer 
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Longos,.beating.down-houſes, placking up trees-by: 


| <->) 

matter -hath-given the greateſt encouragement to-this- | 
devouring Fire: for as the place where the fire be- _ 
gun was not far from the Thames:, and from thoſe- 

Wharfes where moſt Merchandiſes are landed'; fo 
Thames-ſtreet,.and others thereabout , were almbſt 
nothing-elſe bur Magazines of combuſtible and *ſnl- 
phurous 'Merchandiſes: Thereabout were a prodigi-- - 
ous quantity of Oyl, Butter, Brandy, Pitch, Brim- 
ſtone, Salcperer, Cables, &c, and by the Thames: 


_ fide werealmoſt all Wharfes full of Coals and Wood. 


Now as fire of it felt is nothing-bur lighe which 


-  corporifieth ir ſelf inthe matter, and aceth more 6r 


leſs according to the diſpofitionof it, aswe fee thr 
a fire of Straw is leſs violent than that. of Coals z it- 
followeth that this fire having lighted upon theſe 


ſulphureous and bituminous matters, did feed npon: 


themas in his-proper Element , and not only devou- - 
red them with eaſe, bar imparts to the next eomby-- 
ſtible matters a difpofition- more fitting and apr ro 
receive him, . The Nature of this ſulphureous fire- 
was evidently feen. in. the melting of Bells, Iron, 
Pots, Glaſſes; and other metallique things , and in- 
the calcining of ſtones ind bricks, which no other - 
fingle fire: of wood:, coals, or other' vulgar matter- 
could have-done, Lremember-thacſome four of five 
years ago the Lightning fell'in/ Herefor fÞirt withour- 


' doingany harm in "the Country, but being extin- 


guiſhed of itſelf, the exhalJation of it did mix it ſelf 
with a ſtrang! .Wefterly/ wind, that: came as far as: 


the- 
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the roots; and. to. ſhew- its nicrous and fulpknreous - 


Nature, didas it were negle@ to conch wood; but 
. "did chiefly ſtick upon meral, and either-broke'or 
1 bendedit3 the tokens of it are ſeento this day up- 


onthe Steeples of Bowchurch, St, Andrew, St.-Giles 


Cripplegets, the May-Pole, and other-places;; Theſe 


ſulphureous matters were alſo the cauſe of :another 
| inconveniency, which is, that the fire being corpori- - 
fied in them, did extend the ſphere of hisadtivity at a - 


 furtherdiſtance then ordinary, and caſt his burning 
beams furtheſt off ,, mixing more exactly: his Atomes 


in the: Air , which he turneth almoſt into his own - 
Nature, which was the cauſe that no body could 
come neerer that fire then a hundred or two hundred - 


PAces, || EL 


VI. The foregoing Summer that was extraordi- 
naryly hot and dry, had alſo diſpoſed the matter of the 
buildings to admit the fire more quickly and eaſily, 


by ſucking not only the intrinſecal moiſture that was 


in them, buralſo that of the Air which mighc/have 
moiſtnedthem; for though there be norain falling, 
nevertheleſs there is a certain Eyapouriſh moiſture in 
the Air, which if it benotdried up, doth moiſten all 
potous things intrinſecally, and doth cqndenſe ir {elf 
uponthe ſolid ones, in; the form of an-Oleaginous 
moiſture, as doth appearupon Marbles and Glaſſes, - 


VII, Incometh now the Eaſt-wind to/play his 


which 


part-in this: Tragedy, That unfortunate wind , of | 
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_uſing ſuch a tract of, Land, it not only droppeth 
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which it.is commonly ſaid, hat,icis neich DS js for 
wy all therime of che conflagration, that itdid not 
only quicken the fire, as Bellows do the, Furnaces, | 
\ bur alſo. getting into the ſtreers, and among the 


he abr beaſt, did blow with (ach a, 
$ 


honſes, when it found any ler or hinderance that did 
recoil it back, 'it blew equally both to the right and 
totheleft, and cauſed the fire to burn on all ſides, 
which hath perſwaded many thaxz. this fire was mira- 
culous: I myſelf remember, that going into ſome 
ſtreets ar that time, and having che wind impetuouſly 


in my face, Ove Bs hope that at my return I ſhould 
c 


have ic inmy back, bur it was all one; for the reaſon 
aforeſaid, It would be here roo tedious to ſpeak of 
the nature of winds, and to ſhew many reaſons why 
this wind is ſo dry in Enzland, as to burn the flowers 
and leafs of the trees , more then the hotteſt Suncan 
do , one which [I think ſarisfaRory will ſerve for all ; 


Ic is therefore to be obſerved, that winds do not only 


participate of che nature of. the places-where they 
are begor, bur .alſo of that of the Countries tho- 
rough which chey paſs: Now all the Southern, We- 
ftern, and Northern winds, muſt paſs thorough the 
great Ocean to come into Eygland , in which paſſage 
there mixes with them abandance of-yapours which 
cauſe their moiſture , except the North-wind, where- 
in themoiſture is condenſed by. the:cold; but the 
Eaſt-wind to-come tous muſt .paſs. over the greateſt 


_ Continent of the world , France, G*rmany, Hunga- 


7, Greece, Perſra, &s, even to China lo thatinper- 
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hor and dry 


being ſeated E - "xy and clofed narrowlv by aBrick- 
ide; this wind that raigneth conſtanc- 


otder, forhat-the Condnits and Pipes were almoſt 


_ alfdry3''ss alſo that the Engines had no liberty to 


play, for the marrowneſs of the place and crowd: of - 


the people, but ſome of them were tumbled down 
mtheriver,and among thereſt, that of Clearkeg-wel, 
efteettied one of the beft. STR | 

* Andthuscourteous Reader, thou ſeeft an admira- 
ble concurrence of ſeveral cauſes, for the purting'of 
"Gods will in execution; in other Cities that arenor 
ſubje& ro/confla cri 3.25 Paris, which is all baile 
of Free-Rone , the innundations have ſeveral times 
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_ anſwer with the Apoſtle, 10 r 
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played «their 4 Manas | gonad 2s in Italy 
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that think themiſelyes ex<mpred from i e and water, 


come to their periods by fearful*Earthquikes; others 
that eſcape Fire, Water and Barth, do periſh by che 
Meteors ofthe Air, and are calcined by the Ligfnen- 


ings fo that God Almighty never wanteth inſtru- 


ments to compaſs his. will,; and.it ſeemeth that the 
four Elements, of which this world is compounded, 
do conſpire againſt the happineſs and quiernefs of 
man, when by their daily .prevarications they go a- 


bout toconfirm the diſobedience of out firlt Pargnes, 


Cur * 
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SECT. V. 


Ereitis that we muſt wholly ſtoop and humble 
our ſelves under the mighty hand of God, and 
'e depth of the riches of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God, bow tanſearchable are 
his judgenents, and his ways paſt finding out | For . 
who hath known the mindof the Lord, or. who hath been 
his Counſellor * Rom. 11; 33. let-it ſuffice thee 
O man- to know; that wherher he hath done ir: ro 
puniſh thee for thy fins, ortotry thy-Faithandexer- 
ciſe thy Patience; if rhou canſt-make benefit of chis 
affliction, andſandtify it to thy uſe, We know. thar. 
all chings work together for. good;toithemehar love | 


=His TR ail is ffreal by the Coment 
©. of the” fourth: - 
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| WW we were newly come- out of a Civil wat 
| of 29 years ſtanding, where it is thoughe 
: . above 10e000. people did periſh. _ - | 
When the Plague had. the Jour: before ſwept a- 
| way above 100000 people, and was ſtill ragin 
. When the Kingdom was -exhauſted of Money, 
and-Trade loſt; — Oh 
"When we had wars wich France, Denmark and 
f Mel, a and not withour fear of diviſions _—_ our 
{Theweven YH came this dreadful. Fire; after the 
aggregation offpmany Judgements before;{like Fobs 
comforter) afterhis unwelcom meſſen is) but then, 
eventhen did our ſeeming -ucter deſtruction appear, 
bucby our Heavenly Fathers paternal:corr and 
by his mercy- weare refcued from'out [fears by: peace 
andquiecnels, both at home andabroad,' reſtored 'to 
hopes of a flouriſhing: Nation, and the moſt togras 
theworid; 4! 1402 e113 
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